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THE THANDA INJA STORY 
“I am sick and I am in pain. I’m walking with my father in search of medical attention. There are no clinics close to my home. 
Sometimes we have to stop me to catch my breath, my temperature is high and I am very weak. My father is feeling 
desperate as I am struggling to walk by myself, so at times my father carries me. My father only has flip flops on and 
together we have walked 15km to find help for me. We get to a medical facility but we get turned away because we don’t 
have money. I am feeling sick and I cry at times, but my father does not give up, he is determined to get me the help I need”.   
IMAGINE I WAS A HUMAN  
 
“But I am not, I am a dog in need of serious medical attention. My name is Spider and my father is Eddie. We have no money 

for medical care. No veterinary services are available in the township where I live. I am not permitted to travel in public 

transportation. As I am turned away at the vet, I was lucky enough that a nice lady from an animal welfare organization 

arrives and intervenes by offering to pay for my veterinary costs. Sadly I am one of many animals living in my community 

that do not have access to veterinary care”   

 

Spider spent a few days at the vet and was also sterilised.  Spider was transported home by the animal welfare organization, 

together with food and blankets. When Spider was returned to his home in an informal dwelling in the Gabon informal 

settlement In Daveyton, Pug Rescue SA, the animal welfare organisation that assisted Eddie realised that there was a major 

need for an intervention in the community. That is how the Thanda Inja Project, a Pug Rescue South Africa initiative started. 

Taking veterinary care into the community. This project has been delivering consistent veterinary care into the community for 

the past five years. 

 
Eddie and Spider 



On returning Spider to Eddie in the Gabon informal settlement in Daveyton, Benoni, they were faced 

with the harsh reality of how many more Eddies and Spiders were in the same dire situation. 

       
 

 
 

 



The Thanda Inja Project has grown from helping Eddie and his immediate neighbours to now offering 

veterinary assistance to the community of Gabon, Chris Hani and surrounding Informal Settlements in 

Daveyton.  Every second week a team of registered veterinarians and volunteers accompanies Thanda 

Inja and Pug Rescue SA to offer veterinary services, vaccinations, tick and flea treatment, de-worming, 

education and supplement feeding.  At the same time that we offer veterinary care to the community, 

we also offer a soup kitchen which is visited by children passing by on their way to school and to the 

community making use of the offering. 

                     
Soup Kitchen offered to the community weekly 

 

In order to effectively take veterinary care to Daveyton and other communities in the same situation 

Thanda Inja need to acquire its own veterinary hospital and mobile veterinary theatres. The greatest 

challenge moving forward is to ensure the sustainability of the current offering of this project and the 

services being offered. The need is ever-increasing with word spreading to neighbouring communities 

who are also visiting our by-weekly clinic. Thanda Inja is also receiving requests to assist in other towns 

and Provinces in South Africa.  

 

The key to sustainability of Thanda Inja as a community outreach project lies in partnering with 

Corporates, Philanthropists and individuals for the required funding and resources to build and resource 

the Thanda Inja Animal Welfare Hospital supported with mobile veterinary theatres. It is a requirement 

of the Government that the mobile clinics be linked to an animal hospital to attend to more complicated 

surgery and medical care.  Only then will we begin to make a real impact on these impoverished 

communities. Such partnering initiatives offer South African donors tax benefits as Pug Rescue is 

registered as a Public Benefit Organisation and are able to offer Section 18A certificates for all financial 

contributions. 
 

The challenge is that on a daily basis we are faced with the images of humans needing help, yet we 

forget that these humans also own animals that also need attention. Sadly the owners are unable to 



afford or to have access to commercial veterinary care and have nowhere to turn. Besides the cost 

factor, the local taxi’s will not allow animals to be transported in their vehicles. 
 

The solution lies in the plan to provide a fully-fledged animal welfare hospital offering high-volume, low-

cost sterilizations and veterinary care to low and no-income earners supported with mobile veterinary 

theatres which will take veterinary care to communities in need.  For this to happen we need and seek 

to obtain support to: 

• Fund the construction of the community based animal welfare hospital on land already acquired  

• Fund the fittings, furniture, equipment and theatres required to resource the hospital  

• Procure 2 mobile animal theatres (clinics) and 2 animal ambulances (promote company branding)  

By partnering with Thanda Inja (which means ‘Love Dog’) donors will be ensuring a win-win position for 

both stakeholders and the communities that Thanda inja will operate in. 

 

 

Veterinaries and Volunteers assisting animals in the community  



 

Community members lined up ready to get their animals vaccinated, sterilized and de-wormed 
 

 

Veterinaries assisting animals  



 

Every year on Mandela day, The Thanja Inja Project Directors clean out their house to turn it into a theater to sterilize and vaccinate as many 
animal as they can supported by volunteers and veterinaries. 

 

 

Veterinaries at work 



 


